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Palm Sunday Ambush
Introduction
On Palm Sunday, March 20, 2005, a large group of insurgents launched a complex ambush on two coalition convoys on a highway some 26 miles southeast of Baghdad. The coalition forces faced threats in protecting supply lines that were constantly under attack by insurgents. Upon learning this threat from insurgents, the US army beefed up security and installed Army gun trucks— up-armoured high-mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicles (HMMWVs) or larger armoured trucks in the transportation lines. Despite all this security reinforcement on supply lines, the convoys still faced ambush attacks from insurgents, and 20th March 2005 a more coordinated ambush attack was meted against coalition forces by insurgents.
Location of The Attack
The insurgents chose part of the highway to the east side of Salman Park. The town lies south of the Tigris river. Sometimes the road was called Iraq Route 6, and to Americans, Alternate Supply Route Detroit (Robertson, 2006). The highway had four lanes and moved north-south. It was important for the movement of supplies and men. An access road ran perpendicularly westward to the sight of the attack. The surrounding was predominantly scrub brush desert terrain. 150 meters off the road were several structures while along the road were some trees of medium height. Trenches, structures, and berms along the west side of the road offered a conducive environment for the attackers to camouflage. And attack. There were two convoys of coalition forces and their escorts. The convoys consisted of 32 vehicles with a mixed army and civilian forces.
Insurgents Take Advantage
The convoy passed the access road and faced the insurgents who were identified by the chief of the lead HMMWV. Two black-clad men appeared to fire a rocket launcher and the ambush was underway. The lead HMMWV raced fast to lead the convoy past the attack line but when it stopped, only one vehicle had followed it, the others were still trapped in the attack. The insurgents held an advantage because they were hiding in trenches and nearby buildings while the convoy was in the open air and subject to direct attack. The regulator 1 and 2 attempted to fire at the insurgents and made successful attempts to distract them (Robertson, 2006). However, the large number of the insurgents gave them an advantage enabling them to attack the convoy relentlessly. Some members of the convoy were hurt from the fire coming from almost 50 insurgents.
.50-caliber guns held by the coalition forces were used to suppress the insurgents yet their machine guns kept jamming at intervals hence giving the enemy a chance to attack more. Fire from all directions damaged vehicles and injured people in the convoy. Suppressive fire from the crew was not enough to contain or deter the insurgents. The insurgents had the advantage of the movement because they could opt for the direction taken by coalition forces. SPC Jacob Graff and SPC John Harris were among the people caught trying to change positions to attack more. the enemy watched horror as the insurgents pressed forward following a slight advantage in the battlefield. As critical members of the fighting team in coalition forces got hurt in the process the insurgents got the advantage and pressed forward inflicting more damage on the convoy.
Coalition Forces Recover
The coalition forces soon gained an advantage and started inflicting significant blows on the insurgents (Killblane, 2019). The coalition forces fired AT4 rocket launchers at one of the insurgents’ hideouts and managed to begin limiting their strength of offensive. The regulators and the gunners had taken positions to eliminate the threats thus eliminating a considerable strength of the insurgents. The gunners were precise in targeting enemy positions hence inflicting more damage on their ranks. Nein, the squad leader, decided that they should go on a full offensive against the insurgents. He jumped into the trench alongside Hester and Morris to make a decisive attack on the enemies. The decision to take the fire to the insurgents was important in turning the tables and giving the coalition forces the much-desired silver lining. Regulator 3, the gunner on the third HMMWV and three soldiers on the trenches in unison forced a serious offensive against the insurgents taking some down by ammunition and destroying their vehicles. They soon overran the insurgents and fire was ceased. Fortunately, the Army casualties, including Rivera, Mack, Ricketts, DeLancey, Graff, Harris, and Hubbard, all survived their wounds (Robertson, 2006). Three civilian drivers died in the altercation while 24 insurgents also lost their lives.
Conclusion
The Palm Sunday Ambush was one of the most significant convoy ambushes that the coalition forces suffered in the war in Iraq. However, with many precautions the coalition forces had taken to encounter possible ambushes, the position of the scene of the ambush was filled with favorite positions for the insurgents. Despite taking an early advantage, the coalition forces made a commanding offensive and turned the tables. In the end, the insurgents were defeated and 24 of them killed.
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